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Campalgn for

Renewed Rural
evelopment

August 2, 2018

The Honorable Pat Roberts The Honorable Michael Conaway
Chairman Chairman

L5 Senate Committes on Agriculture U5, Hous e Committes on Agriculture
108 Hart Senate Office Building 24320 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow The Honorable Collin Peterson
Ranking Member Fanking Member

U5 Senate Committes on Agriculture US. Hous e Committes on Agriculture
F31 Hart Senate Office Building 2204 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Roberts, Chairman Conaway, Ranking Member 5tabenow and Ranking Member Peters on:

The Campaign for Renewed Fural Development (CRRD) & a amalition of national policy adwocacy oreanizations

repres enting abroad s pectrum of interests foused on rural Bsues. The CRRED unites around the need for arobust Rural
Development Title within the farm bill that provides ditical inwestments tosome of our nation's mmst underserved
communities and enhances rural Ameri@m’s mmpetitiveness in aelobal marketplace.

From clean water and broadband infrastructure to nutrition ass stance and eneney consersation —the farm bill helps
each ofthe undesigned member organizatiors to provide astrongfoundation for a bettertomorrow. Howewver, &
Coneress begins mnferencing our nation’s next farm bill reauthorization, we & kfor your continuad suppaort forrural
communities through a robust Rural Development Title that promotes emnomicerowth and stability by imeesting inour
nation’s rural infrastrudure, incentivizing regional collaboration and ensuringthe sucoess of our nest geneation of
farmers.

Fural Development programs are critical for rural mmmunities to provide basicservices including proteding public
health, building affordable hows ine, workforce training, updating and expanding ditical infratructure and broadband
senice, deating jobs and promoting emnomicemwth.

Thesection belms highlights s pecific provsions from both bills withinthe Rural Development Title that underscore key
rural priorities. YWe encourage their inclusion & you work to resolwve the differences between the two padiaeses.

g 2 Bill - Devel Ii

* TheSenate bill would reinstate the Unders ecretary of Rural Development forthe US. Department of Asriculture
[USDA)to owverses the 5216 billion USDA Fural Development portfolio.

* TheSenate bill would create the Interagency Council on Rural Community Innowation and Economic
Development to help leverage federal resources aimed at rural communities.

*  TheSenate bill create the Rural Investment Stronger Economy (REE) Grant Frogram, helping localities
strensthen the local ecmnomy through job accelerator partnerships with the private sector and institutions of
hieher education.
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